
2009 Articles, Television and Radio Broadcasts  
on Social Security Backlog/Service/Funding Issues 

 
1. AP Story from the 12/30/08 Oregonian: Social Security disability appeals in a 
logjam (1/1/09 and 1/2/09)—See below 

 
 Philadelphia Inquirer  
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/20090102_Social_Security_claims_mired_
in_huge_backlog.html?text=xlg&c=y 
 
York Daily Record (Pennsylvania) 
http://ydr.inyork.com/ci_11351994 
 
The Register Guard (Springfield, OR) 
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/O/OR_DISABILITY_CLAIM_BACKLOG_O
ROL-?SITE=OREUG&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT 
 
The Olympian (Olympia, Washington) 
http://www.theolympian.com/northwest/story/714235.html 
 
The Examiner (Baltimore) 
http://www.examiner.com/a-
1772279~Social_Security_disability_appeals_in_a_logjam.html 
 
Central Daily (State College, PA) 
http://www.centredaily.com/news/state/story/1038377.html 
 
Public Opinion (Chambersburg, PA) 
http://www.publicopiniononline.com/news/ci_11351994 
 
Penn Live (Central, PA) 
http://www.pennlive.com/newsflash/pa/index.ssf?/base/news-
69/123086274811520.xml&storylist=penn 
 
Express Times (Lehigh Valley, PA) 
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/newsflash/index.ssf?/base/news-
69/123086274811520.xml&storylist=penn&thispage=1 
 
Times Leader (Wilkes Barre, PA) 
http://www.timesleader.com/news/ap?articleID=1372707 
 
Phillburbs.com  (Three Philadelphia Area Newspapers)  
http://www.phillyburbs.com/news/news_details/article/206/2009/january/01/social-
security-disability-appeals-in-a-logjam.html 
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2. The Oregonian: Letter to the Editor: Staffing levels explain wait (1/2/09) 
 
http://www.oregonlive.com/opinion/index.ssf/2009/01/_staffing_levels_explain_wait.htm
l 
 
3. Columbia Tribune: Inefficiencies cost billions (1/6/09) 
 
http://www.columbiatribune.com/2009/Jan/20090106News010.asp 
 
 
4. CNN Report on Lost Money to Taxpayers including SSA (1/7/09) 
 
 http://www.cnn.com/video/#/video/politics/2009/01/07/johns.lost.taxpayer.money.cnn 
 

5. NextGov: Social Security Administration faces increasing demand for data 

(1/7/09) 

http://www.nextgov.com/site_services/print_article.php?StoryID=ng_20090107_7536 

6. CQ Weekly: Federal Managers Worried Obama Might Cut Their Jobs (1/12/09) 

http://www.cqpolitics.com/wmspage.cfm?docID=weeklyreport-000003006891 

7: The Oregonian: Texas congressman calls for examination of Social Security fraud 
Citing The Oregonian, Republican U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady urged a hearing on 
disability funds paid to cheater (1/16/09) 

http://www.oregonlive.com/news/oregonian/index.ssf?/base/news/1232079919161210.x
ml&coll=7 

8. Federal Times: Dems propose $550B in federal projects (1/19/09) 

http://www.federaltimes.com/index.php?S=3906184 

9. AmericanPatriots.Com: AARP: Economic Recovery Package To Provide Further 
Relief For Older Americans (1/22/09) 

http://www.allamericanpatriots.com/seniors/48749556-aarp-economic-recovery-package-
provide-further-relief-older-americans 

10.  Tacoma News Tribune: Safety net could be snipped for 'unemployable' 
(1/24/09) 

http://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/story/605078.html 
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11. San Francisco Chronicle: Economic stimulus or just more pork? (1/26/09) 

http://sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/01/26/MNU515G2DD.DTL 

12. USA Today Editorial : Our view on the economy: Stimulus plan leaves plenty of 
room for improvement (1/27/09) 

http://blogs.usatoday.com/oped/2009/01/stimulus-plan-l.html?loc=interstitialskip 

13. SSA chief says financial crisis is increasing claims backlog (1/30/09) 

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=41930&dcn=todaysnews 

14. Spartanburg (South Carolina) Herald Journal: Gaffney man can't get on 
transplant waiting list (1/30/09) 

http://www.goupstate.com/article/20090130/ARTICLES/901301056 
 
15. Spartanburg Herald Journal Editorial: Lack of insurance shouldn't keep 
Gaffney man from getting a transplant (2/3/09) 

http://www.goupstate.com/article/20090203/ARTICLES/902031006/1128/OPINION?Tit
le=Heart_needed 

16. The Olympian: Social Security chief makes plea for state ranks (2/4/09) 

http://www.theolympian.com/adamwilson/story/748642.html 

17. Spartanburg Herald Journal: Man needing transplant gets disability benefits 
(2/5/09) 

http://www.goupstate.com/article/20090205/ARTICLES/902051096/1083/ARTICLES?T
itle=Man_needing_transplant_gets_disability_benefits 

18. Media General: Social Security Chief to Visit Tampa Bay (2/6/09) 

http://www.mgwashington.com/index.php/herd_washington/index/social-security-chief-
to-visit-tampa-bay/2507/ 

19. St. Petersburg Times: Disabled workers get some relief (2/7/09) 

http://www.tampabay.com/news/aging/socialsecurity/article973941.ece 

20. WMNF Radio: Tampa may get second Social Security Hearing Office (2/9/09) 

http://www.wmnf.org/news_stories/tampa-may-get-second-social-security-hearing-office 
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21. Spectrum Newspaper (Sacramento): Economic Stimulus Package Good for 
Seniors? (2/10/09) 

http://senior-spectrum.com/news02_021009/ 

22. U.S. News & World Report: Backlogs at Social Security Amid Retirement 
Waves (2/10/09) 

http://www.usnews.com/articles/news/2009/02/10/hot-docs-backlogs-at-social-security-
amid-retirement-waves-fixing-somalia.html 

23. Government Executive: GAO: Social Security isn't ready for baby boomers 
(2/10/09) 

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=42011&dcn=e_gvet 

24. Government Computer News (GCN): Social Security not ready to provide 
services to aging baby boomer (2/10/09) 

http://gcn.com/Articles/2009/02/10/SSA-service-delivery.aspx?p=1 

25. Washington Post: Social Security Workers Feeling Strapped (2/12/09) 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/02/11/AR2009021103685.html?sub=AR 

26. Baltimore Sun: Social Security to get $1 billion as part of stimulus (2/13/09) 

www.baltimoresun.com/news/nation/politics/bal-stimulus0213,0,4246344.story 

27. U.S. News & World Report: Long Lines for Social Security Recipients (2/13/09) 

http://www.usnews.com/blogs/planning-to-retire/2009/02/13/long-lines-for-social-
security-recipients.html 

28. Next Gov: Final stimulus bill preserves IT spending, with some exceptions 
(2/13/09) 
http://www.nextgov.com/nextgov/ng_20090213_3479.php 

29. Baltimore Sun: Maryland stands to benefit substantially from the stimulus bill 
(2/15/09) 

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/nation/bal-te.west15feb15,0,6580044.column 
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30. Market Digest: AARP Tracks "Key Vote" on Government Watch For 40 
Million Members (2/15/09) 

AARP: Stimulus is First Step Toward Restoring Long-Term Financial Security for Older 
Americans 

31. Government Executive: Agencies to reap billions of dollars from stimulus 
package (2/17/09) 

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=42064&dcn=e_gvet 

32. The Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Our Opinion: Disability claim time reduced 
(2/18/09)   

http://www.ajc.com/opinion/content/opinion/stories/2009/02/18/securityed_0218.html 

33. Baltimore Sun: Social Security looking for land for new data center (Stimulus 
package includes funds for project, reducing disability claim backlog) (2/19/09) 

www.baltimoresun.com/news/nation/bal-te.social19feb19,0,3341253.story 

34. Baltimore Sun Editorial: Our view: Building a Social Security data center here 
offers a Smart Growth opportunity: revitalizing an urban neighborhood and 
promoting mass transit development (2/22/09) 

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/editorial/bal-
ed.social22feb22,0,6553939.story 

35. The Free Lance-Star (Fredericksburg, VA): GAO: Retirees' loss hurts services 
(2/22/09) 

http://fredericksburg.com/News/FLS/2009/022009/02222009/446889 

36. Federal Times: 2009 omnibus bill introduced; first votes to occur this week 
(2/24/09)  

http://federaltimes.com/index.php?S=3960195 

37. Federal News Radio 1500 AM: SSA data backup still 6 months away (2/24/09) 

http://www.federalnewsradio.com/index.php?nid=35&sid=1609546 

38. Federal Times: House passes $410 billion 2009 omnibus spending bill (2/26/09) 

http://www.federaltimes.com/index.php?S=3964279 
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39. Dow Jones Newswires: US Budget Proposal Seeks To Limit Social Security 
Fraud (2/2/09) 

http://www.nasdaq.com/aspxcontent/NewsStory.aspx?cpath=20090226%5CACQDJON2
00902261124DOWJONESDJONLINE000996.htm&&mypage=newsheadlines&title=US
%20Budget%20Proposal%20Seeks%20To%20Limit%20Social%20Security%20Fraud 

40. Baltimore Sun: What's in the Obama budget plan for Maryland? (2/27/09) 

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/nation/bal-te.maryland27feb27,0,7157372.story 

41. Information Week: Stimulus Funds Will Go Toward New Data Center For 
Social Security Administration (3/2/09) 

p://www.informationweek.com/news/internet/ebusiness/showArticle.jhtml?articleID=214
700005&subSection=News 

42. Federal Times: Long-term budget adds clarity to promises (3/2/09) 

http://www.federaltimes.com/index.php?S=3967531 

43. Federal Times: 2009 Spending: So many billions, so little time (3/2/09) 

http://www.federaltimes.com/index.php?S=3967534 
 
44. Free Lance-Star (Fredericksburg, VA):  Hire Freeze Hurts (3/2/09) 

http://fredericksburg.com/News/FLS/2009/032009/03012009/448679 

45. Washington Post: Many Hires Needed for Budget Goals (3/3/09) 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/03/02/AR2009030202935.html?hpid=topnews 

46. Daily Tech: SSA will spend $750 million on new IT systems (3/3/09) 

http://www.dailytech.com/SSA+to+Use+Stimulus+Funds+to+Update+IT+Systems/articl
e14450.htm 

47. Jersey Journal: Jersey City Social Security office leaves patrons out in cold 
(3/3/09) 

http://www.nj.com/hudson/index.ssf/2009/03/jersey_city_social_security_of.html 

http://www.nasdaq.com/aspxcontent/NewsStory.aspx?cpath=20090226%5CACQDJON200902261124DOWJONESDJONLINE000996.htm&&mypage=newsheadlines&title=US%20Budget%20Proposal%20Seeks%20To%20Limit%20Social%20Security%20Fraud
http://www.nasdaq.com/aspxcontent/NewsStory.aspx?cpath=20090226%5CACQDJON200902261124DOWJONESDJONLINE000996.htm&&mypage=newsheadlines&title=US%20Budget%20Proposal%20Seeks%20To%20Limit%20Social%20Security%20Fraud
http://www.nasdaq.com/aspxcontent/NewsStory.aspx?cpath=20090226%5CACQDJON200902261124DOWJONESDJONLINE000996.htm&&mypage=newsheadlines&title=US%20Budget%20Proposal%20Seeks%20To%20Limit%20Social%20Security%20Fraud
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/nation/bal-te.maryland27feb27,0,7157372.story
http://www.federaltimes.com/index.php?S=3967531
http://www.federaltimes.com/index.php?S=3967534
http://fredericksburg.com/News/FLS/2009/032009/03012009/448679
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/02/AR2009030202935.html?hpid=topnews
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/02/AR2009030202935.html?hpid=topnews
http://www.dailytech.com/SSA+to+Use+Stimulus+Funds+to+Update+IT+Systems/article14450.htm
http://www.dailytech.com/SSA+to+Use+Stimulus+Funds+to+Update+IT+Systems/article14450.htm
http://www.nj.com/hudson/index.ssf/2009/03/jersey_city_social_security_of.html


48. The Jersey Journal: Sorry, SSA office says of snow day (3/4/09) 

http://www.nj.com/news/jjournal/index.ssf?/base/news-
3/1236152426275110.xml&coll=3 

49. Marketplace Radio: Government prepares large-scale hiring (3/4/09) 

http://marketplace.publicradio.org/display/web/2009/03/04/govt_hiring/# 

50. Charlotte Observer: Social Security offers apology to loved ones (3/7/09) 

http://www.charlotteobserver.com/597/story/582148.html 

51. The Oregonian: Social Security sees no savings (3/13/09) 

http://www.oregonlive.com/news/oregonian/index.ssf?/base/news/1236934627263350.x
ml&coll=7 

52. Lawrence Journal & World News: Progress comes slowly in processing 
disability claims (3/15/09) 

http://www2.ljworld.com/news/2009/mar/15/applicants-afforded-little-security-cases-
can-stil/ 

53. Montgomery County News: Brady working to stop Social Security fraud 
(3/16/09) 

http://www.montgomerycountynews.net/index.php?module=article&view=320 

54. Government Executive: Lawmakers eye claims backlog at SSA (3/23/09) 
 
http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0309/032309e1.htm 
 
55. Federal Computer Week: SSA plans to cut disability claims backlog with IT, 
more staff (3/24/09) 
 
http://fcw.com/articles/2009/03/24/social-security-disability.aspx 
 
56. Oregonian: Lawmakers vent anger over Social Security (3/25/09) 

http://www.oregonlive.com/news/oregonian/index.ssf?/base/news/1237942503198050.x
ml&coll=7  

57. Montgomery News: Social Security Commissioner Promises to Investigate 
Disability Fraud (3/25/09) 

http://www.montgomerycountynews.net/index.php?module=article&view=336 
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58. Amherst Times: Higgins Presses for Answers at Ways & Means Hearing on 
Social Security Backlogs (3/25/09) 
 
http://amhersttimes.wnymedia.net/2009/03/24/higgins-presses-for-answers-at-ways-
means-hearing-on-social-security-backlogs/ 
 
59. WSPA TV (Spartanburg, SC): Problem Solver: Woman Dies Before Getting 
Social Security Benefits (3/25/09) 

http://www.wspa.com/spa/news/problem_solver/article/problem_solver_woman_dies_bef
ore_getting_social_security_benefits/15997/#fragment-1 

60. Federal Times: SSA plans hiring spree to deal with claims backlog (3/26/09) 

http://www.federaltimes.com/index.php?S=4006958 

61. American Chronicle: Stark Slams Social Security Backlog (3/29/09) 

http://www.americanchronicle.com/articles/view/96381 

62. The Oregonian (Portland): No furloughs for disability workers (3/30/09) 
 
http://www.oregonlive.com/opinion/index.ssf/2009/03/no_furloughs_for_disability_wo.h
tml 
 
63. Washington Post: Recession Puts a Major Strain On Social Security Trust Fund 
(3/31/09) 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/03/30/AR2009033003291.html?hpid=topnews 

64. AP: Social Security clogged with disability claims (4/1/09) 
 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5iJipinq5JSKTfN5Q_3OlWbY5B4
8AD979RK085 

65. San Jose Mercury News: In one case, unpaid furloughs cost California money 
(4/2/09) 

http://www.mercurynews.com/breakingnews/ci_12048911?nclick_check=1 

66. Lake County News-Sun (Waukegan, IL): It made me want to give up (4/4/09) 

http://www.suburbanchicagonews.com/newssun/news/1510769,5_1_WA04_DISABLE_
S1.article 
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